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Focus 
 
Inpatient Admission Followed by Discharge or Death Prior to Room Assignment – Effective July 1, 2006. 
 
Departmental Areas of Focus 
 
Emergency Department 
 
Financial Impact 
 
$68,301 
 
The RMD Discovery Process 
 
With a written physician order for admission, if a patient is discharged or dies prior to a room 
assignment/occupation an appropriate room and board charge may be entered on the claim. 
 
Corrective Action Taken 
 
Enter appropriate charge for room and board on the claim. You are not required to enter a charge and 
contractors cannot reject the claim if the charge is not submitted. 
 
Source :  CMS - http://new.cms.hhs.gov/transmittals/downloads/R843CP.pdf 
 
Awareness and Process Impact 
 
Ensure room charges are applied regardless of death or discharge. 
 
Application to Other Facilities 
 
Ensure staff is aware of recent legislative changes. 
 
 
Please let us know if you found this tip useful.  Visit our website at www.IRMinconline.com to view additional 
tips available in our growing library! 
 
  
Legal notice: Our attorneys have advised us to disclose that we are offering these tips as a service to you and that we are making no 
representations or warranties relative to the appropriateness of modifying your business practices.  Each hospital will have to evaluate their 
specific opportunities and take such action as, in the best judgment, meets their business needs. 

www.IRMinconline.com

